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EXCLUSIVE

By AIDAN McOURRAN and ROM MOEHE
MEDICAL miracle Andrew Stimpson
yesterday vowed 1o do “everything in
mﬁapnww" to give hope to millions of
Aids sutferers. ,

The &5-year-old sundwilch makear. thought
Lo b Lhe Firmts perman 1 the world o be oured
af HIV. said Bo Mlt “hiossed™ '

AR first he thowght bo must havo novsr had
the virus, He tried Lo san his health suthority
saying his teats reanlis mast be wrong

But now he & overjoyed b0 be fres of Lhe
nightmars that haimited Kim for 15 months

And his hoapital trost wanls him baok =6
It can And oot why he ls oleas of the virua

Andrew sald: <1 know what [ have to do. I
reallse that semothing extranondioary han
Bappensd o me. Maybo I hild the key Lo
Ninding & curo

1 hisdll thee initinl shook of discovering 1w
HIV poaitive then o buge wave of relief when
1 waa told 1 was clear

~Afar 1]l that sunk 1o [ then bBegun o
roaliss that | kad o responaibility to  the
wiarld. It s wakml fealing to think thst thers
in sométhing in ma which brings hope to
millions of othar peagle

“T will do everything kn my power Lo Bholp
with resenrch inko finding & owre. 1T la& Bugoe
responalbiity.”

Jubilast Androw sdded: 1'm 6ok i eligioes
perman Bk 1 fesl completoly bloased

it's B0 armasiag to think that ofe day |
wan staring death in the face and pow [am
wawing It goodbye, 1 feel speokal and lucior.

Androw, openly gay slnoa ha waa 15,
leariied hee had the vires just wealks afcor his
ind] Dirthday. A caidem split whils Bo was
alosplng with his FETV - e bayTried Jann
Groareee, #1, L April .

Althoagh he was Lesbad, IE wia BoO oarly

na oortain that ho was Infected.
AU L Bao N Ul ieellng Lhat
[ b HTV. The virus takos lﬁwmmuutn
anow up 6 Blood tests and 1 knew I had it
even thoueh the resolts anld otherwise”

More tests in A ahnwed that b was
HIV-poaitive. He & "When the dootar tald
mi 1t swltched from a Belief into reality.
Eugﬂnn It was there on th:m“&brl“' =

g L L sdam right Lo OE (5]
{llness becauss 1 never get sick. never catch
the MNu snd pover got a cold,

“By lifelomg dream §8 Lo Da wn alr stewand
At o pm;h-:‘luth HIV -

ko by
but wive now lves in Landon, “My
o 1ife . & mamn-

S
o anatohed my 1k I'IE.‘
Hi felt alone, onabls o confds In anyone
sxonpt Junn and alster Laulss, 3, who works
In & call centre In Emking, near Glaseow,

Hao oould not bring himaslf to tell his mim
Kathy fearing she wonld not cope. "1 wsso

ot Lo b abde to toll anyone bot 1

didn't want to bo jedgod or apest peopls.

Whakaver | wlsited munm I pot 650 braws
lagzer Taal 1L weas ke sbe koew, Bhe would say
‘I woa Bad BTV, you would taell me woaldn
yoE™ T felt ke | was living s He™

ANAFFW , FVE 'Eﬂu.nnan-d the end. He sald:
1 bbgndi pescaiching online the suthanasis
eogipany THgniias and planned bow T wouabd
A3p Just Bafore 1 booams very 111

[ didn"t want to dis in n hospld tal with ol
sticking out of me so I told Juan I wanied
o orgmnles my death, pescelully,™

Even knowing thers wms mo corm, he tonk

FULL OF FU: Andnow aged Enree

LITTLE LAD
WHO GREW
UP TO BEAT
THE FEARED
KILLER VIRUS

f dally coockiall of sa |.=’.r'n|-.‘:|;I1T to .-L',.|-:-

1tk Andrew aadd: =1 HEvad theare mus
:'F. ::{n" put there. If ¥ou think about the
Amanon &nd how many plantspoclen they've
not discovessd. T was praying for o mimaole.

Then o year later the mimele happened
Every two months Be had blood tests, llver
arl Beirt ehecio wnd his |mmune sysbern Was
monitared, Then in Ootabar 2003, his HIV test
was ropeated and cames baok nogLtino,

Andrew sald: Tt wns the lasi thing 1
pxpectad. My doctor came into tho Boomm

wifg Yoo ve ours] yvoursell” He aaid
B'?'h'n s unbalbevable, ¥ou'ne aniaatic?

Bt [ was baffed beonuss [ cooldntt
apderatand how snyono codld care
thnmnssbiven of HIV. 1'd pead the resparch, 1
kngrw 1t had never Bappened bofors

1 didm"t undarstand bow I counld be
1 vive after one your pspecially acioses |

beseny having anprotocted sex with my
partoer belleviiag wa bad nothing to (=T

“hw immiacs svaemn manuged to Aght off
HIV even though | was I8 regoior contact
with It. It's comxy.”

Andrew wna convinodd thoro had been a
misinke nod got the Chelses and Weatmin
stor Healtheorn NHS Trust Lo ropsat his tost
pwlon, Agnin the resalts wore BOEKE™

Ho sabd: =T thought the frst teat had Lo be
wrong bocaass no one can reoover fram HIV
'm 24l In Eoial dishallaf

“[ think has this all Bean some doeam - or
some mlghtmars. My lifo's gone from onc
extremstt to the other and npow it's Noal - 1
don't hase HIV nnd it won't come bagk.”

Andrew's |egul sction ngninst the Erast 45
naok got anywhero becauss an investigation
proved all the testa wers his,

Ha recelved o lotter from officials whilch
comfirmed he wan HIV free which wos
“mxnertional wnd malicilly Femariabls™

It went on: "Essontially. whilat the
ciramatances of yoar poaltive then negat]ve
HIV wntibody teats nre guite remackabls,
thar can be to Anding of nogligenos apalinet

brist, ARG bR T CLEUECIBLEEIE, Wil
wfable to affer compenmsstian o yoo.”

YVastarday Caroline Lonl. spolaswoinan for
ihe trist, sald: “We can ontogorically atatn
that Els firel Gest qoil poaltive and then
farthor Lhita pogntive. The toats webs
mocomabe, [L Wik nok & mdske ke

“Hia had HIV and mow Bo haan't. It s
abwvionaly wonderfal sews for him. But what
wi dio mot koo is whether he actaally cired
himmsald. as has Bebry riod.

A B riense A P Oab Wiy thia
s gk omt B
Tea but he haan't Been In.”

affer his body B

o = 1'“““!‘1‘[]‘:‘?: .“E-n.! e find & cure for
e W i o 1Y sufferars worldwide.

He said: ~T womnder 1 IL's & cormplete ﬂ'__l.ilkr
& matated pone 10y body, but |oan't deny
that 1 baven't wondored 1f my body has bhe
e far HIV

Mebeal axperis are baifed. Bpecinlist Dr
Andréw Hinghom ssid: “Tha socrel seams to
1ive ia the strength of his Immane syetam
What makes bim different ks Losta show he
has fe0 viras ia hia blood ardd bBis Emmane os
porm Bas atappnil making anthodiea

=If wir can Bettor undervtard what s ppened
inalds Andrew's Body IE could prove o be A
iteg towands o breakthroagh b bsating HIV,

Dr Patriok Dixon. of Alds @roan Acet. sk
“If it's true, It means thatl his immune sys-
tem hna discovered n waakneas in HIV which
holds the kay Lo destroyiog 1£7

Doy it hirdew Araivaear 7 Conlecl we on D800 222591
o gl mirrocnews S gnaen,

FTR AL, "o e L LT

The blood tests undertaken on 15, 20 and 23 August 2002 indicated an antibody positive HIV g
esult. Notably your viral load was exceptionally low however, this is not unusual in patients who
have recently contracted the virus. It has been confirmed through DNA testing that the blood
taken during the August 2002 tests were your blood. There has been no error in the labelling orec
testing of the samples, which have been retested and indicate an HIV ant ibody positive result.

ALL CLEAR: Letter from MHS officals confirming he na longer hod HIV and would not get any compensation becouts thore wes no mix up
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) s B 50Y WHO STUNNED MEDIC

Reanlied website: =1 am carrently living in

GAY Anidrew was sdopled al the age af 10
|'||I hnd & gabet upbringing. r By FRAMK HURLTY London. | have been here since 200
Aids had already struck his matiral Damily, =After leavimg schonl 1 became a

e got with bowch with estranged relatives on the frend of the hewspapers was cerfainly  hairdresser, I got hored of hair so | moved
in 190§ lemrm EBal Biks wnebe hadd died from & shork betaine mohody has beard anvibing &0 Amulerdas ssd hecame o model for

e disrdanee Le jifeyious New Year's Eve, [from hins 'ii'r"'-[' he lefl some years ago.” varisns adall magsrines”
iw FTamlly Mmoved (oo o sk His mmm Kathy coild ol e conlaeied ol
Friemis in Largs, Avrshiee, remember im ilis m Largs o Grnden
us & shy Iad wisen Be stiepded 51 Man's ond be became » hairdresser when he it ber home yesierday.
i primary scheal, 51 lullm:: 5 high school. A Family friend said che had “gone awsy |
P dkne [isrmer selgliboar sasld =% Dew e He lav m Amssterdam amil fmaveil Lo for the 'AH‘J""'-_-
— AH“REW STIH snu roind here will remember Amiliew m tre Landan when he was 2L His sister Lomisr, who has sopported him

was really & very quict person. Seeing him  He wriles in kis emiry on ihe Friemds throagh his lsss, was also sol available

-

' ¥
Es“nm : T e, T - = el 2L
T .

& ; - i = - o S = " - - - -
— ) ] T - '-"h-n."-"\_‘ —a ] L !



